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1. Degpite the fundamental 1mpcrtance of population|in the analysis of the economir

problems of Chlﬁa, nec cc1ent;110 basic has yet bgen congtructed for a determina-

tion of the exact size and characteristics of the Chinese people. No less than
forty-seven estimates have been made on the:opulation of China by individuals and
institutions, bﬁt nene of them can be said to be&r any substantial relation to
the facts. (1\ Th° difference between the maximum and the minimum of these esti-
matee would approach the “otal population of fhe\United States of America. The
officials flgure of 463 million for Greater China ag of January 1948 has been

considerad "unrelieble to the second digit." (2)‘

av]

Historial population statigstics: Historically, China possesses a long and un-
broken record of population statistics embodied brincipally in such encyclopedic
works as T'ung Tien, T'ung K'so, T'ung Chi, Hui Tien, and Tung Hua Lu. Indeed

the traditional census and regxatr&tion in Chxna\antedate the Christian era.

The beginning of population records is ascribed to the Chou Dynasty (1124-24k B.C.)
Registers of households and 1ndjv1dualﬂ are maid‘to have been established during
the Wester Han Dynesty (204 B.C. - 9 A.D. ), and yere contlinued more or less
regularly Lhroughout succeeding generations. A theoretlcal bagis for current
population reporting wes conteined in the E&O—Chla system, & pyramidal organiza-
tion founded upon small family groupe traceable Lack to the Sung Dynasty

(960-1278 A.D.). Nevertheless, there has never been in China & census in the
modern cense of 'the word.
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8. Current ectimates: Since 1928 nc attempt has been made in China at N o ticn
Offizizl estimates of the population are, uowever, currently compiled and published

desrite the absence of an adequate ceng s base line or positcensal data an vital st#tir-
tic and m.gration. The sources of the estimates differ from region tc¢ region and‘from
Yeir to vear. Estimatec for the municipalities and provincial capitals are usually
baved on police surveys. while those for the brovinces are aspumed to represent com-
pilatious of bao-chia enwmerations tr .immitted from the hsien magistrates to the
provincial euthorities and, thence, tc the central government. Methods of estimat%on
vary: a common procedure i: to check earlier reports besed likely on those cf 1909~
1911, 1912 or 1928, and to transmit the deta intact or to make ewvaluative adJustmz?ts
at random. Thus, errors in the current population data of China can geldom be chance
deviations of unbiased estimation.
|

9. Table I gives the official figuree, both for the entire country and by regions, on‘
the estimated population of China for 1947, 1946 and 19Lk together with the figures
for two previous periods, 1932-1933 and 1909-1911, which have been reconstructed b&
Wang Stih-ta on the basis of the 1928 and 1909-1911 cenguses regpectvively. For the
whole of Greater China, the figures range from 368 million ae of 1909-1911 to 461
million in 1947, showing an ennual increase of approximately one~.half per cent duriing
the thirties, very little change during the war period but a sharp rise after the war
in 1946-1947. For the eighteen provineces of China Proper, the figures indicate an
increase until the late wer years, and then & decline from 194k to 1946. For the fron-
tier regions, we note a great decline in 19Li and a rige in 1947 for Menchurie and
Jehol, and en increese in 194k but a sharp drop in 1947 for the Wemtern area lncluding
Teinghai, Sikeng, Sinkiang and Tibet. Most of the changesn, particularly those for
the frontier region, are extremely erratic, revealing the obvious inconsistences and
insccuracies in the data.

Table I
Estimated Population of China
Area A9HT(1) 1946(2) 1904(3) 1932-33(4) 1909-11(5)
Total 461,006 455,592 L5y 666 1429, Lol 368,147
The 18 Provinces 397,520 392,183 Lo8, 466 386,850 341,825
North China 103,173 100, 120 98,158 9k,861 79,151
Central China 161,014 158, 827 166,611 154,889 140,009
South China 133,333 133,236 143,697 137,100 122,565
Manchuria & Jehol L 29 41,822 26,542 32,28y 21,582
Vestern area (Tsinghai, 8,009 10, b2k 10,73k 4,882 3,246
Sikang, Sinkiang &
Tibet)
Ta.iwan 6,126 6,356
Inner Mongolia 5,054 4, 82a L, 84k 4, 569 688
(Ninghsia, Suiyuan
& Chanhar)
Outer Mongolia 2,078 905 es
Others (the marches of 479
Szechuan & Yunnan)
Figures for 1950 are (000 omitted):
Total - k83,869
19 Provinces - 429,829
Manczhuria &
Jehol - k3,000
Weotern Area - 7,803
Taiwan 5,384 4

Inner Mongolis 6,853

In addition, totale for 1949 are L72 million
and for 1948 4632 million.
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the death rate, were considered by those who conducted the enguiry to be G LOW.

Early in 1923, the University of Nanking reported a birth rate of 58.4 and a death rate
of 37.1 in a study made in Yes Shan, Hopei Province. (X} In the Tin Hsien Heelth Area,
the birth rate for a population of 14,000 ii.. 1934 was found to be 39.6 in 1933-24. The
death rate dropped from 29.2 in 1933 %o 23.8 in 193% and egain increased to 29.1 in 1935.‘(11)
For an earlier period in .92l1, Franklin C. H . Lee, in his Sccial Survey of Ting Hsien, rgz-
ported the birth rate to be 37.1 and the death rate to be 33.7 in 1931. (i2) John Lossing
Buck's study, which covered a popula* 'an of over 200,000 located in sixteen different
provinces in North China and South China during the period 1929-1931, showed an annual

birth rate of 38.3 per 1,000 married #emales 15-kk4 years of age and an annual death rate
of 27.1 per 1,000 population. (13) On ‘the basis of the existing data collected from
the various case studies, Ta Chen est&mated that the birth rate of Chine in 193% was

38 per 1,000 population, the death ra.‘te, 33 per 1,000 pop:lation, and the infant mortalily
rate, 275 per 1,000 live births. (14)

7. It may be safely presumed that China'g birth rate exceeds 40 per 1,000 population. While
there mey be cases revealing lower raﬁes, such a8 in metropolitan centers or among the
modern educated classes, they are by far outnumbered by those in rural aereas where sus-
tained birth ratee o1 40 to 45 prevaill. ' The custom of early marriage and the universality
of merriage in China lend supporting %vidence to the high fertility of China's populationl
The model age groups for marriage of n in China fall between the ages of 18 and 20,
while those of women fall between the“ages of 16 to 19. In fact, few of the women in
China marry after age 25, while the number of women marrying after age 30 appears prace
+tically negligible. Of all men at th# age of 15 and over included in the sample studies
of Kiang Ying, Tinghsien, and Chen Kung, the proportion of unmarried was 15.70%, 16,62%
and 8.18%, but that of married was 66.50%, 67.02% and 81.95% respectively. The degree
of universelity of marriage of the Chinese women is even more conspicuous. The propor-
tion of unmarried vo the total women included in the game cample studies in Kiang Ying,
Tinghsien and Chen Kung was 9%, T.31% and 6.01%, but that of the married was 71.8%,
75.00% and Th.51% respectively. (15) | Buck reported in his -sample study only two or thre
women .n every thousand remaining eingle at the age of thirty (ié)

w

3. "The death rate of China's population, on the other hand, probably averages 40 per 1,000
population, et any rate, it seldom falls below 35 and then only under conditions quite
exceptional in Chira such as in swall, isolated areas with public health facilities or
during a short period of relative peabe and politicel stability. With the living level
of the great mass of the people st1ll at the state of grinding poverty, discase and ig-
norance, and in view of the pressure of frequent wars, femines and other netural cetastror
phes, 1t would be very surprising indeed to witness any sustained decline in the death

rate of China's population.

The trend of the .atural increase of phina's population is not predicteble. Ta Chen's
ectimate of 139 years and Buck's estimate of 65 years for a doubling of China's present
population are merely intellectual cohjectures. (17) In China today, as in Europe be-
fore the eighteenth century, with both birth and death rates very high and the latter
extremely variable, rising from time time to devastating levels as a result of wars,
famines and epidemics, the growth of China's population is nuturally very irregular and
not poegible of statistical forecast.‘ Increages during stretches of favorable years

are always terminated by sharp drops Fhen one or another of the recurrent calamities
strikes. Mortality, rather than fertility which is resistant to change, constitutes

the determining factor for the presenbe or abgence of growth in China's population.

Given prevalence of neace and order in the country for a reasonable period of time, it
ic pomsible to expect a decline in mortality which, though probably slow in rate, will
nevertheless be sufficient to yield a}tremendoun atgolute growth. During the last halfl
century, however, the population of China can scarcely have grown; even gc, the rate of
growth would be negligible. |

Age gtructure: Three major age clueeLs may be used for the analysis of the age structure
Gf China'e population, namely: O-1k4 years of age, 15-59 years of age, and 60 years old
and over, Children under 15 yearg of‘age ugually represent a dependent group, though in
China, where the stendard of living is relatively low, many of them are engaged to some

extent in economic activities) personb 15 to 60 years old constitute the source of the

|
“
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majar iy U the ceonomically ective population and include practicall -
poode Ly Clements o. the )opulaQion; persons O years and over, are mostly disaebled
and depondert,  In oacoordance witq these <three major classes and on the Lagis of the
aViailat b data collected irn the gever 2l experimental census areas in China, the age struc-
L .re of Chluaws population has beeb ertimatel as follows: (l§)
|
\ Reaconabvle otimistic Conservative
All uges ‘ '1'0"0%‘7 100% 100%
O-14 years| of age hot 36% Lig
12-39 years of age 55% ‘ 57% 51%
£0 yrars cld and above 5% % 5%

1. The salient cé&racteristics of' the|: fucture of China's population is obviously the
Sigh pruportl?n of children under }f s of age in comparison with the number of adults.
Az ghown in the above, from 36% to‘b ' the total population of China falls in the
wroay ol =il |yeare of age; whereag Jroportion of persons aged 60 years and over is
from 3% ©o 74 land that in the age é; of 15 to 59, from 51% to 57%. The age distribu-
tion of thes population in the Unitec -26 and Canada as of 1947 is: under 15, 25%;
15-5G, 4 and 60 years and over, il‘ ';2)

|

2. The youtnxA;JePs of the popula:ion‘o .na. i the result of the combined influences of
o high Yirsth “ate and a high death The former means that children are numerous
in proportion to adulte of productiv- '3, while the latter results in the survival of
relatively Few persons to the cld a8 "The age structure of a population, " gaid
Notestein, "isl the living record of biological history. Population with high
fertility and hortality are young bol !ecause of failure to survive and beccuse there
is upually some growth. Those with}L Tertility and mortality are old, because indi-
viduals nurvivé longer and because ez.: Zis¢ class represents the survivors of larger

g |
numter f Jlru?s than the next younge»." (20)--
‘ =2

3. The relut1Voiy§high.proportjon of cgjaﬂ"en under 15 years found in the population of
Chine huas had @n important bearing,|c: .he standard of living of her people and on the
problems of her economic developmenp. 4o8t of the persons under the ages of 15 and over
59 years of ayge are dependents relyin, for a greater part of their support on those be-
tween 15 and 59 years old. The need 1) support such large numbers of dependents places
& heavy burden lon the adults of workilg age. DBesldes, a nation with & "younger" popu~
lation suffersin e@vere economic ha%dicap in terms of the great human waste of morality.

P Population movement: Since the beggnniug of the twentieth century Chinese population
movements rave been characterized bx three major phenomena: first, the oversea emigra-
tion tc repions in southeastern Asis, especially Slam, Malaya &nd Netherlands Indies;
second, the colbnization of the northeastern frontier of Manchuria; and, third, the
1nto:provxnCLalfmigration during the recent war with Japan. By the first decade of
the Dresent genération, Chinese 1mm1hracion had become practically a closed question to
the Engiinh epesking countries in thb Pacific in the face of their riglid exclusion
policies. Subméquently, the Britishl ead the Dutch colonies in southeastern Asia, Siam
and the Philipp;nes constituted the @ain outlets for Chinese overseas emigration. The
magnituce of thisg emigration, however, hes been relatively insignificant. One author

estimated 1n 1932 that during the lobg period of Chinese migration abroad less -than 2%

g

of China'e population had actually emigrated. (21) Indeed the total number of Chinese
living overgeas|at the present time &mounts to only 8,700,000. (22). of these 96%
are in asiatic countries, and 71% 1nlsiam, Malaya and Netherlands Indies. Only 1% are
living in the United States, Canads,|Australia and New Zealand, and less than 1% in
countrieg in hmfope,

The msjoraty nrithe Chinese in gsoutheastern Asia are from the province of T™uakien,
whereas those in Nexrth, Central and Soath America are almost exclusively from Kwangtung.
The economic st%tus of the overseas thnese variee from that of manual worker to that
ol' retali merchent, but by far the greatest number are in the former category. In
Malaya, tor 1nfthnce, Chinese laborere mede up ag much as 90% of the total laboring
force for the pETiod from 1929 to 1934 (23). Ir Siem 1t hus been estimated that T6% of
the working class in Bangkok is Chinése.~fgﬂ) Under the pressure of increasing
restriction in the immigrating countries and cut off entirely from adequate protection
by their own government, the Chiuese Pmigrants abroad encounter enc-.c.s Jifficulties
which teud tr weaken considerably the "pull® fore= of the migratory movement, although

the citrengih of #hc "pugh"” factor in their I = lasnd remains os great &. ever.
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26, fince the removal of the official barrier %o migration into Manchuria in a steady
stream of Chinese peasants from Shantung, lonau, and Hopei has flowed into the three
northeastern frontier provinces of Liaoning, Kirin and Heilungkiang. The porulation

of Minchuria at the beginning of the iwentieth cenlnry was estimated to have reached

14 million, of whem 80% were Chinese. For tne ten to fifteen years prior to 1920,
Chinese immigration amounted to between 300,000 und 400, 000 annually, but Onp half to
three-quarters of them returned each Year to China Proper after the harvest in Maachuria.
(gé) Ae shown by the +table below, however, the decade prior to the Japenese occupation
of Manchuria in 1931 witnessed a chenge in the size ag well as in the nature| of the
migration stream. During the years from 1927 to 1929 the number of immigrants for perma-
nent settlement was especially large. ‘At the Peek in 1927, indeed, 1.2 million people
entered Manchurie from China Proper and only sbout one-fourth of them returnéd.

Chinese immigration into Manchurie
1923-1939 (in 1,000) !

Permanently
Year Entered Returned Remained
1923 k33,7 286.8 146.9
1924 Lgz.5 232.7 259.8
1925 532.8 214 .6 318.2
1926 607 . 4 299.4 308.0
1927 1,159.7 316.6 843.2
1928 1,074.5 381.1 693.4
1929 1,046.3 601 .4 hhly g
1930 48,2 488.5 259.7
1931 T67.4 461.3 6.2
1932 bik .o 498.8 8.7
1933 619.9 hot.2 121.7
1934 690.9 39.6 251.3
1935 519.6 kgs.o 2k, 6
1936 358.1 366.8 8.6
1937 319.3 259.1 60.2
1938 492 4 252.8 239.6
1939 986.0 391.0 595.0
1940 1,300.9

8y7.1 453@?

It should be noted that the years 1920~1930 were characterized by growing civil strife
in North China, while Manchuria remained laergely immune. Femine in Shangtung%and Hopei,
especially during 1926-1927, was another factor in svelling the numbers,particularly of
those who migrated as Lermanent settlers rather than as geasonal laborers. L

PY . The Japanese occupation of Manchuria in 1931 and the subsequent restriction upon the im~ '
migration of Chinese laborers changed the situation conglderably. During the period from
1931 to 1938 inclusive, only 600,000 of the 3.9 million entering Chinese remained perma-
nent settlers. In 1932 there was a net loss of 8&,000; but by 1934 there was & net gain
of 251,000; in 1935 this was redured to 2&,000; and in 1936 there wag again & net loss of
8,600. 1In 1937 the net immigretion was 60,000, but in the next year 1t rose to 239,600
as a result of the inereasing demand for labour in the growing industrial area$. More
striking than the falling off of the volume of immigration and settlement wag the oc-
cupational shift o the Chinese immigrants from agriculture to industry. 1In 1937, for
instance, out of 319,000 immigrants, 50,000 were employed in agriculture, but in 1938

the comparative figurcs were 492,000 and 27,00C. From 1938 cnwards the demand for in-
dustrial labor in Manchuria grew apace under the stimulus of war needsg. Consequently,
the nunber of Chinese immigrants exceeded once more the annual million mark in 1940,

The bulk of them was of course directed into urban occupations. Thus, the tide of Chinese
agrarian settlement in Manchuria was sharply checked during the entire period of the
Japanege occupation.

Chinese migration to Manchuria, in partlcular previous to 1931, represents a spentaneour
population movement from agricultural areasg of high density to areas of iow density.
Forced by oprpression of war, famine and pinching poverty, the Chinese peasaats in North
China could not hold to their own home lend. They left for Manchuria es migrants without
cption. They were not given any land in the form of free homesteads. Invaciably, they
WOTheu as tenants or ferm hands upon their arrival, tlus depending ftor their livelihood
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29. The 19Lirry ancla. pOPUISTiIo dorirg bthe ro.oont Sino-Japenese War

‘\)pun ing

‘ cwrnkocrane in 1937 and spread gradually

direction snd progress of the in-
~wner movemerts referred to above, the
woers jargaly welleto-de and educated people
7Pulullﬂﬁ among 3tr-st buginess execauiiing, cry menegerce, physicians, engineers,
school traonerg. stﬂd%nks and skillad workmen. “ne majority of them, at first, did uot
intend bt a: very far from Ltheir “ome sowminitien Luid were fere=d bj pressure of later

v : : trey arxived at the interior

circameta 7ot tontinle moviy
reglurg ¥ Lern, Land He cetimzted that 3,500,000 from

stazrt.d cron wlter the
TGl neate of ':‘r.)uz’l'%:.ry,
v"sion ) enanv. In contragt Lo

neise migrents dering the

whe

vy
PR

twenty-foo: iv 2iticn, o poupulaticen, and 10,750,000 from
sevent®er .. Drovingag, or A% of thelr total nopulation, emigraeted to Southwestern

|
K .

na durina the reried.  Many of them have returned to their

found 2t wocernzry or silvantegeous to remain in

and ilcrit.
origini! hooag
their =l

o YU A 5 of population during the last
severasl dpeedfc ino.ning A criien din She river valleys and along the coagt, such
as Shanghel, Wunil, Henkow, ‘nh_h and Trentoin, cntinsous gtreams of migrants have
come fromn Loolr humes L# $he nincerland L 1iloges, (26)  However, this cityward move-
ment of poo.lation in Chins hac heen largely crnorad!ls and temporary:; it consists usually
of refgees -~ viciime uf war, floode, femine and socisl anrect - or of individuals,
ugually young men, zhllged “e oseek work in the winter or ror the year round, returning
home at th= «nd of the ?Pa“ sfler a peracd of yearr. Least (requent 18 where one
would Leav: romz with his tamily for permanent cettlement. The rural-urban population
mevenent v iloreg an rape Tional. as well ae & npe 1ol re-dictribution of the labor
cupply; Jts meanitade nd cenuinuation are Lergely dependent on the degree of industriali-
zetisn and & rage ¥ ~apit aczcumuistion necespary for industrial expansion. While
there iz 1n Chine an appreciable “uesn" from the countrv towerd the more urben areas
because ¢t popaliation :‘eauA-ﬂ snd dluDT%&DlL“d economic conditions, the "pull" of the
urban centerc has bean much 2xeggerav2d.  There can scarcely have teer much capital
accumutat: noin China during tne recent dezades. Chinese cities mugt have long reached
a seburation poind in creir capacity Lo absord and susteain the stream of migrants from
the hinturisnd and Lhe fmmedléue deBLVDI country 3ides. Dve te retarded industrial
devel: L .rhine'e urbanization is yel e very ingignilicant phensmenon; her present
LElon canno gafeiy be gstimated at more than 10% of the totanl population.

0. MentiLn v a2 0

urban 1

censer and vainal staltistice in China makes

TELCLEY

Ao .
hnu*mﬁ;“ e &nd even vague &t aany points. With a large popule-
uued “hins hee very high denpilties in ara%.ie regions averaging
[ na gc“ .quare mile, BuT rising in come aresag to above 1,000 persons per
square mi.e. Thege densities refer v miluitudea of peacante struggling for e living
from the ool The mcar#ity ot erabie land in Chins in relmtion to the egize of her
agrisvst ol Takbor f e 18 & real one . Inde=d, China ras a gerioug problem of
: turel crerepopalation. . The vital patiern o f Zhine’ 2 popuiation is wasteful;
the =t oned force -t s kigh Birth rete and a Sier desth ratﬂ recults, presumably, in
a ery - rete of natural increase. hile the Luastom of early marriage and universnlity
SO noths one hand, end the prevailence of wars, famines and epidemlcs, on
S netiiees salficient zaus tor s fofertlity and mertality rates, the
Tlrusture . arc b2 be young and stationary, is
the anic puae longe : >f rer ore VI ENLAVCY UV itah patizrn.  Popalotion moveme:rds,
whetiv s noonoanter netlonal Y oundaries of China, have been
of re VRN iirLan1L1c&nqe eincs ecade o the qunbleun century. ‘They lave
hean . Cod o Trooredrs ﬁnq #it Loany lrganmized mardance Sr pecitive direction, and have
nee meterse by alieviaced the povulation pregoare of the home couantry.
!
[ “hine DLTeooalign v Fbjll a8t the "Hieh alrimery” stage where a combination of high
moxTal LS B = A Lﬂity provinils. Wik Wb lnauctrialization of the country there
will « e )tthI {2 prpulation mxplocion Whiok may ond in tragedy. A period of

e et zat oo 41‘11 Dring Chare; as 1t di1d Furos to the "Eal"ly Expanding" stage
in el o er’i*‘iu whi -k 3! death rate fallo while the birth rate remains con-~
stand o0 o o1 mes. "The reduztion of mertalliey,” maid Notestein, "iv a universally
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acceptable goal arnd faces nc social obstaclies. put the reduction of
a shift in social goals from those directed toward the survival of the proup to those
directed toward tne welfere and the development of the individual. Thid. change, both of
goale and of the sociel equipment by which they are achieved, is at bes é slow process.
As a resuit, the period of moderniziation is v1rtually certain to yield rapid population
increasge." (“7) In China, where the bace gopulwt+on is large, the anre‘se wou]d be so
tremendous that moast of tnc product of modernization would probably be ﬁ sorbnd by such
conditions of

growth and would czontribute nothing toward the improvement of the lLVln
L
China unde1 the

the people. ‘

How much time would have to elapse before fertility started to decline i

impack of medernization? In England, after ihe InduSurlal Revolution sth#ted more than
one hundred years pasged hefcre the birth rate ﬂ?mmeaced to drop. In Chﬁnﬁ, where family
organfiization is the bace of existence and the unit of society, the custom of earlﬁ marriage
aad the universality of marriage, the waye in whieh the individual finds Hlb place anong
his it liocwe, the questions of economic eecurity and social prestige of w mbn, the reli-
gion Y ‘1cpﬂtor worship and the Confucian t@achﬂng of filial piety are all oriented

towa - tho *imulation of high reproductivity, it would normally take at‘leaat as many
decer | . ag pmnolooad to bring about a decline of fert;llty in response to the forces of
indhnﬂri&lléatiun Those who regard Lndustrialiﬂatlon as s panacea for "hina 8 economic
problems chould be aware of itc immediate, crithal repercusgions on population growth.

The shorter the lag between the fall in mortali tw and the fall in rertility in| Chine

under |the impact of industrialization, the better it will prove for the well- being of

the Chinesze people und for the peace of the world. } |

(6%
w

3, Changes in China's Population Since 174l
Unit - Million
\

LThY b3 (1) Rate of growth decreasing during 180 years|under review.
Lo 178 (2) Fate - 15.14 for 1741 to 1793 | ; |
59 107 " - L.95 for 17b3 to 1849
6l 2006 " = 0.81 for 1849 to 1923
71 215 (3) Fermula: P' = P (1 * )y
76 268 (4) Reasons for the change in rate of growth : | i
81 280 (a) 1741-1793, nerlod of prosperity under the Manchurian rule.
85 289 (v) 1793-1849 ‘ L

1790 302 (c) 1849-1923
83 313 | |

1795 297 !

1800 295 | ! ;

05 322 |
11 359 i
2k 317 ‘

1821 356 |
25 380

1830 395 ‘

35 4O !

1840 413 |
L5 b :

1849 h13 |

1885 378 ;

1894 Loy

1502 Ll

1906 38

1910 38

1923 Lk
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d,  Implausible if not affected by ixrunigration.“
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